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the Rule, the father or relatives are to set him in the midst
of the brethren and declare his petition unto them. For
better is it not to vow him in childhood lest afterwards,
when he is grown a man, he should miserably fall away,"
It is recognised that it may be difficult for members who
are travelling to observe the Rule in every detail, but such
members are enjoined to do so when possible and to " live
irreproachably so that they may earn a good reputation with
outsiders.    Let them not sully their religious vocation by
word or deed, but show to those with  whom they are
associated an example of wisdom and good words*    Let them
lodge with a man of best report, and, if possible, let not the
house be without a light that night, lest the dark enemy
(from whom God defend us) is thus given some opportunity ",
As regards discipline, the Rule enjoins that ** if any
brother shall offend in a minor thing, speaking or fighting or
otherwise, let him of his own accord declare his offence to
the Master, by way of satisfaction.    If there is no punish-
ment laid down for such light faults, a light penance shall
be inflicted 5 but if he should hold his peace and another have
to make known his fault, he is to be subject to a greater
and more severe punishment.    If the offence is a very grave
one, let him be removed from the companionship of the
brethren, not being permitted to eat with them at the same
table, but taking his repast alone* .. .   Above all, no brother
who tries to exalt himself, growing proud by degrees and
defending his fault, should remain unpunished, whether he
be powerful or weak, strong or feeble.    If such will not
mend his ways, a severer discipline is to be applied.    If godly
admonition and fervent prayers bring no improvement, and
he grow greater and greater with pride, then, following the
Apostle, let him be cast out of the flock, * Take away evil
from among you \    A dying sheep must be removed from
the society of faithful brethren j but the Master, who ought
to hold the staff and rod in his hand—the staff to support

